                    Learning Outcomes for Infectious Diseases Post

The mixture of in patient and out patient work in this post together with the departmental teaching will enable the trainee to meet a large proportion of the learning objectives in the GP curriculum section on acutely ill people.  In addition, several specific objectives related to some disease groups will be met. The nature of illnesses dealt with (including HIV/AIDS and TB) will enable the development of generic skills related to communication skills, ethics, diversity and public health.

Clinical management

· Recognise and evaluate acutely ill patients 

· Describe how the presentation may be changed by age, and other factors such as gender, ethnicity and previous health. 
· Demonstrate an ability to take part in complex ethical decisions demonstrating sensitivity to a patient’s wishes in the planning of care 
· Experience of management of lower respiratory tract infections: Influenza, bronchitis and pneumonia (of any cause), tuberculosis.

· Recognition of particular groups of patients at higher risk of acquiring a infections e.g. HIV/AIDS, immune-compromised, alcoholics, the frail (old and young), those with other underlying pathology. 

· The role of the public health specialist and how to access specialist public health advice

Person-centred care 

· Describe ways in which the acute illness itself and the anxiety caused by it  can impair communication between doctor and patient make the patient’s safety a priority 

· Demonstrate a person-centred approach;  respecting patients’  autonomy whilst recognising that acutely ill patients often have a diminished capacity for autonomy 

· Describe the needs of carers involved at the time of the acutely ill person’s presentation 

· Demonstrate an awareness of any conflict regarding management that may exist between patients and their relatives and act in the best interests of the patient 

Specific problem-solving skills 

· Describe differential diagnoses for each presenting symptom 

· Demonstrate an ability to deal sensitively and in line with professional codes of practice 

A comprehensive approach 

· Recognise that an acute illness may be an acute exacerbation of a chronic disease 

· Describe the increased risk of acute events in patients with chronic and co-morbid disease 

· Identify co-morbid diseases 

· Describe the modifying effect of chronic or co-morbid disease and its treatment on the presentation of acute illness 

· Demonstrate an awareness of cultural and other factors that might affect patient management 

Attitudinal aspects 

· Identify patients for whom resuscitation or intensive care might be inappropriate and take advice from carers and colleagues 

· Demonstrate a balanced view of benefits and harms of medical treatment 

Scientific aspects 

· Demonstrate an understanding of written protocols that are available from national 

· bodies and how these may be adapted to unusual circumstances 

· Evaluate their performance in regard to the care of the acutely ill person; including an ability to conduct significant event analyses and take appropriate action 

Ethics

· To be aware of values and the range of diversity of values involved in healthcare 

· Knowledge of ethical codes and guidelines and their context within medical law

